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W. H. BURGESS—15 YEARS © 


Some people are not anxious to divulge their accurate age, and they conveniently forget just when the happy 
event took place. However, bill Burgess can hardly forget since he was born the year of the Jamestown Exposition 
in Williamsburg in 1907. It was June 27, to be exact, in Scottsville, Virginia. During his grammar and high school 
days Bill helped his father around the studio, developing and printing pictures. When the time came for college, Bill 
picked Virginia Military Institute, later transferring to the University of Virginia. 

Bill's first employment was with the Sears Roebuck Company in Richmond. His stay there was cut short how- 
ever, because the manager did not care to have employees play jokes at his expense, so Bill moved on to work with 
his unele in the Cinder Block business. 

Tn 1929, Bill began his service with the Dupont Company as foreman in the throwing room at the Spruance 
Rayon Plant. During that same year Bill was married to Elizabeth Blair Christian Clarke, of Richmond. 

When he transferred to the Seaford Nylon Plant in training for our Martinsville Plant, Bill was a shift super- 
visor in Textile; however, he was appointed Safety Supervisor for the Martinsville Plant and has served in that ca- 
pacity to date. 

The Burgesses have two children, Harold, 14, and Blair, 10 

(Sidelight—Bill met Mrs. Burgess while they were both working at Miller & Rhoads in Richmond. Bill had to go 
by her counter each time he went to the stockroom, naturally he made frequent trips. From then on love stepped in 
and you can see what happened.) 


BILL AND FAMILY 


J. F. WILSON—10 YEARS 


Carthage, Tennessee, is known to the world as the birthplace and home of Secretary of State Cordell Hull, 
and just five miles back across the hill is the birthplace of our J. F. Wilson, “A” Shift Supervisor, Textile. John 
was introduced to the world on March 17, 1912. His education included grammar and high school in Carthage and 
five years at the University of Tennessee. While there John was a co-op student; working three months at the Old 
Hickory du Pont Plant and going to school three months. He continued this system until his graduation from the 
University and by this method had accumulated two years’ service with Dupont. 

In 1936, the same year he began his permanent employment with Dupont, John settled down to the permanent 
job of being the husband of Maude Redyard of Ft. Smith, Arkansas. (He was standing on the corner chewing on 
an ice cream cone when they were introduced by a mutual friend. Must have been a swell introduction.) 

From 1986 to 1941 he worked at practically every job in the Spinning Area, being promoted to foreman in 
1938. In 1941, he was transferred to the Seaford Nylon Plant as Shift Supervisor in training and came on to 
Martinsville in October of that year. 

Wis hobby in woodworking has produced a complete bedroom suite, several tables and chairs, and other 
furniture for their home. 

The Wilsons have two children, John, age five, and Thomas, age four. 

(He says the biggest fish he ever caught measured three inches over all.) 


JOHN WILSON 


* * * x x x x Welcome Back, Jim and Guy x x * x * x 


When James Piller took off Guy Williams is back on 3 
his guard uniform preparatory the job in the Power House 
to entering the U.S. Army as a aft . ke U.S 
buck private, he thought he was SE ER RD EG 
in for the duration and six Navy for the past eighteen 
months after; however, fate had months. During this time, 


different ideas for Jim. After Guy went to the U. S. Naval 
reporting for duty at Camp Lee 


on August 10, 1943, he had only an Station at Suoiaset A 
about three weeks military train- Point, Rhode Island, for his 
ing when he was sent to the indoctrination, which - in- 
hospital for an operation. There cluded how to do things the 
followed a series of treatments Navy way. From there he 


and operations at various hos- 


' Snae For Mane RR went directly to Pearl Harbor 
JAMES PILLER Texas. All this time Jim was ang was attached to the U.S. GUY WILLIAMS 
hoping the doctors could correct Naval Air Station, being re- 
the trouble so that he might stay and carry on with his sponsible for the care and maintenance of small harbor 


part of the job. He was finally given a medical discharge 
on October 10, 1944. 
| While in the hospital, Jim talked with returned 


craft. However, his service as a Lieutenant in] the Navy 
was cut short by an infection, and he found himself on 2 


veterans from several battle fronts, many whose life had way home under medical discharge. 

been saved by a nylon parachute. Jim also had nothing ae ; ; : : x 

but praise for the Red Cross service, who furnished the Tug BLENDER joins with his many friends in welcoming 

boys with radios, books, games, ete., to help pass the time. Guy back on the job and wish him good luck for the 
We all welcome James Piller back on the job. future. 
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Leo Trimm, Special Assignment Clark Grant, Vacation Relief Foreman 
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John Woods, Day Crew Foreman Mary Turner, Forelady 


No. 1— George Hubbard; No. 2—Walter R. Weaver; No. 3—Troy Nelson; No. 
4—Graydon McGhee; No. 5—Betty Inman; No. 6—Goldie Hatcher; No. 7—Dick 
Durham; No. 8—Morton A. Brown; No. 9—Marion Durham; No. 10—Nancy 
McDowell; No. 11—Naomi Wyne; No. 12—Elsie Henderson; No. 18—Ben Cooper. 
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IT'S IN THE BAG! 


By PROCESS CONTROL 


Four 
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Exceptional performance by any employee or group of 
employees is worthy of commendation from the rest of us. 
Such exceptional performance was recently turned in by 
the people in the Textile Area at two different times on 
the regular “threadline checks” made by the Process 
Control Section. This performance means that out of a 


possibility of 120,000 chances for error in the proper 


string-up of the machines in the Drawtwist Area, not one _ 


error was found. We say “good handling means top 
quality”; this is an outstanding example of good handling 


by the people in the Textile Area. 


Co Chose th Service 


Do we have your correct address? If you fail to receive your magazine on time or if it fails to reach you 
at all, it may be because we do not have a complete, up-to-date address on your whereabouts. How’re chances 
of each of you getting one of those “Change of Address” cards, filling it out, and sending it along to us? 
Then you will be sure to get your copy of Tug BLENDER, and also those Round Robin letters each month. 
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GOOD HANDLING BA. 
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TOP QUALITY 


On top of all this, the percentage of rejected pirns, be- 
cause of off-standard conditions, has been reduced to an 
all-time low figure, which is in great part made possible 
by the high interest and alertness of Textile employees in 
the improvement in the quality of yarn going from their 


area. 


Tue BLENDER congratulates all employees in the 


Textile Area on their achievement. 
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Visitors to 
Martinsville 


No. 1—E. C. Goodwin, Per- 
sonnel Supervisor, Seaford; No. 
2—C. H. Rutledge, Public Re- 
lutions, Wilmington; No. 8— 
Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Berridge, 
Seaford Plant; No. 4—J. W. 
Clegg, Technical, Seaford; No. 
5—J. D. Dudley, Safety and 
Protection Supervisor, Seaford; 
No. 6—B. C. Ungerbuehler, 
Technical, Seaford; No. 7— 

1. E. Richmond, Personnel 
l A Wilmington; No. 8— 
E. B. Reese, Methods and 
Standards, Seaford. 
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Australia 


++. Have worked in New Guinea, Brisbane, and Townesville, and will 
continue to travel. You know—sce the States and then the world. 


... We now have a team of five men, working out of Washington and 
attached to the Far East Air Force. We were selected to work over here 
for 60 days—which we volunteered for—but, if I know the Army, we'll 
be here for the duration. It would be nice to get back to the States, but 
there’s a job to be done and since someone has to do it, suppose it might 
as well be us. 

From the news reports we get, the boys are doing a bang-up job 
in the European theater. Imagine quite a bit of the credit goes to the 
paratroopers, which should make you feel good—furnishing them the 
material for the ride down. Needless to say, without your help their 
mission could never be accomplished. 

GLENN HENSLEY 
Formerly in Stores 
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The following clipping was received from Jim Short, formerly in 
Accounting Section, now in France. It is a good example of the im- 
portance of nylon rope to our fighting men when one misstep or slip can 
spell death if the nylon in their rope doesn’t hold. 


“Staff Sergeant John Jones, Jr., ‘C’ Company, 378th Infantry, is another 
‘fall guy’. It seems he earned the nickname ‘Divebomber’ after reaching 
for ‘a little rock that wasn’t there’ during a climb up a steep embankment. 
As a result, he plunged over a precipice. 

* Sergeant Jones was checked by a nylon rope; however, Staff Sergeant 
Ben Andrichowski, a belayer, was pulled up in the air, then crashed down 
on a jutting rock, banging his knee. Jones was acting like a human ‘Yo-Yo’ 
at the end of the semi-elastic rope, sizty feet below and five feet above the 
ground.” 


Although we do not know Sergeant John Jones, he is one of the boys 
we have sent to do our fighting in foreign lands. We are glad the nylon 
we helped make saved his life. 


å = 


... It was some experience com- 
ing through France. It made me 
feel good to know that I was a 
part in the liberation of those 
fine people. They gave us every- 
thing and did everything 
to make our slay as en- 
joyable as possible. They 
showered us with wine, cham- 
pagne, tomatoes, apples, peaches, 
ete, and kisses. Kissing is the 
French way of greeting, instead 
of handshaking, and not a bad 
custom at that! I have had the 
very young, young, and the old 
to throw their arms around me, and with tears running down their 
faces, kiss me and say *Merci.” It touched my heart as nothing else 
has... 


Private Charles Davis 
Formerly in Process Control 


CHARLIE Davis 
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WA Our Men aud Nomen ta Serucee 


(At one time we were yelling in vain for photos and letters from you people in service; we wanted to keep up with 
your travels and experiences. However, the whole idea backfired on us and now we have more pictures and letters than 
we can use in one or two issues. Even though our space is limited, keep sending them in and we will see that they are 
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Somewhere in the Pacific 


++. Since I last wrote things 
have been pretty rough. 

I can't say where I am, 
but if you have seen any- 
thing in the paper about 
the 77th Division, you 
know what island I am on; 
it was pretty tough going. 

I am sorry to say that 
I have not received Tne 
BLENDER for two or three 
months, but it is because 
all of our packages and 
magazines are being held 
up, but when I do get them 
I will have a good time 
reading. 

In one of your letters 
you told of Ponchos being 
made from nylon; well, I 
was issued one today... 


er 


ro 


Private First Class Jack Brown 
Formerly in Textile 
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Somewhere in Holland 


+++ You must excuse this paper—you see the lines run both ways. This 
AS s > 7 Pa nE a 
was some of Der Fuehrer’s paper and as you know his lines are all mixed 


Jack Brown 


“up anyway. At the present time paper is pretty scarce, so we're using 


anything that will take ink, when we have time to write . . . 

. Ås much as Pd like to come home, and as much as I want to, I 
can't complain as I've a private score to settle over here. My brother, 
Paul, also a paratrooper, was killed in Normandy. So Ull keep plugging .. 

Jor Petty 
Formerly in Shipping 
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England 


++. PI have to admit that I have traveled quite a lot since I left the 
Plant, and I wouldn’t take anything for what I have seen in my traveling. 

_ The postwar Plant for nylon after the war sounds very good. Hope 
I will get back to be in on it. Was glad to hear of the good work going 
on and cooperation of everyone since the boys have been in service. 


Jim RUTLEDGE 


Jim Rutledge, formerly in Textile, poses with the rest of his Fortress 
Crew somewhere in England. (Jim is standing fifth from the left.) 


POLYMER AND SPINNING 


“A” SHIFT 
Nat Harlowe, U. S. Navy, paid us a visit this 


vonth. Nat has had one trip across the pond. 
= Bill Foddrell left the “A” Shift party early 


1e other night, said he was expecting the “Bees 
to Swarm” at his house. 

Leo Trimm, former “A” Shift Supervisor, 
gave us his farewell address at our monthly 
War Effort Meeting. “So long, Leo,” sighed the 
Gas House Gang. 

We welcome Roland Rhett as our new Shift 
Supervisor. 

Frank Copeland is said to be doing a lot of 
walking these days, to save gas no doubt. 

“Becky” Hyler is back with us again after a 
brief illness. Welcome back, “Becky.” 

Perry Brown sure has the luck; every time 
he goes hunting he comes back the same way he 
goes. No extra load to carry. 

Did you know that Ernie Moore was cham- 
pion left-hand shortstop at Lawsonville in 
years gone by? He holds the seasons record for 
throwing out three men, while lying flat on his 
stomach. 

By Joun VAUGHAN 


“B” SHIFT 


To all the men in the service: We hope you 
had a big turkey dinner and lots of good hunting 
for bees (We all wish you the same.— 
En. 

Harry Byrd has been doing lots of fishing, 
but catches no fish. Better change bait, Harry. 

David Souther and bride spent a most happy 
a in Washington. (Congratulations!— 
OD. 

Fred Gilley, Charlie Martin, John Tuggle, 
and Everett Clark are looking forward to a big 
hunting season. 

After the big dance at the Country Club, we 
call Abner "Mr. Anthony.” He really put on 
the dog. 

We understand that Myrtle Flanagan attends 
church every Sunday—since she met her new 
boy friend. 

We welcome Vance Prillaman, who was 
transferred from Shipping. 

The stork has presented yours truly with a 
new baby girl. I am sure sorry about the cigar 
shortage. (Congratulations!—Eb.) 


By FRED Barnes 


“C" SHIFT 


Our biggest news flash this month is the 
arrival of Joe Briggs III, to Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Briggs, Jr. We haven’t seen the cigars yet, Joe. 
(Congratulations!—ED.) 

Uncle Sam seems to be doing good work with 
“Gene” Ramsey and Fred Newman. They were 
both over for a visit on the “Graveyard” Shift 
and looking fine. 

We were also glad to sce Herbert Rutledge, 
U. S. Air Corps. Hope to see you fellows more 
often. 

Beulah Harvell has been very happy lately 
and it's no wonder—vwith her boy friend at home 
for 18 days and the pretty new diamond he gave 
her. (Congratulations!—Ep.) 

We received letters from Herman Rumley 
and Al “Chubby” Baldwin. Al writes that he is 
seeing plenty of action and that he isn’t 
“chubby” any more. 


Frank Divers reports a wonderful time in 
Miami, Florida. While there he met a former 


pinning Foreman, Jerry Pace, who is now 
‘rving in the Navy. 


We understand that Mack Grindstaff can bag 

more rabbits while bird hunting than Doug Penn 

can kill while rabbit hunting. Å 
We are sorry to hear that Carl Pratt is a 

patient at Richmond Hospital. We hope you 

will soon be well and back with us, Carl. 

By Resa Hancock 


DAY CREW 


We are glad to have Mary Turner back with 
us after being out with her mother who was 
very ill. 

It’s nice to have Walter Weaver with us after 
being discharged from Uncle Sam’s Navy. 
Welcome back, Walt. 

Naomi Wyne has had plenty of experience in 
house cleaning. In case you need some Christ- 
mas cleaning, get in touch with her. 

Elsie Henderson has decided to take advice 
and grow old gracefully. 

Nancy McDowell asked for only one of her 
chins to be taken in the photo she recently had 
taken. 

Graydon McGee is planning on having plenty 
of fresh meat soon. (Hog-killing time is just 
around the corner.) 

Ben Cooper keeps catching those coons. He's 
even got the kids catching them now. 


By Betty INMAN 


TEXTILE 


“A” SHIFT 


Mabel Layman was very happy the other day 
when her husband came in. 

We want to congratulate Addie Gentry, who 
is now being addressed as Mrs. Harrelson. 
(Congratulations!—Ep.) 

We have had several on our sick list this 
past month: Irene Mason, Elizabeth Wood, 
Marie David and Ruth Terry. We missed you 
girls a lot. 

Won't Evelyn Morris be surprised to see her 
name in THE BLENDER? 

. We have certainly missed Alma Webster 
since she went to “C” Shift. 

We wonder if Ruth Gilbert wrote to Newman 
in Italy about her seventeen “outstanding” 
buggies in one week. 

What’s this we hear about two grand ole 
men in Textile? None other than Ole Man 
Mitchell and Ole Man Currin. 

We welcome Elva Hatcher to our shift. 

We never know how to address Lucy Jones 
any more; if she gets a letter, she’s Mrs. Bruce 
Jones and if she doesn’t, it’s just Lucy. 

Captain of the basket ball team this season 


is Iris Francis. 
By Reva ALTICE 


“BY SHIFT 


It seems that Mary Fralin can’t make up her 
mind whether to keep mailing her time card or 
try mailing a letter. 

Lottie Hartis and Lessie Gregory are on the 
sick list. Here’s hoping cach of you is back soon. 

We welcome Christine Martin to the shift. 

What kind of Army vehicle was it that 
Margaret Bullington went home in? Looked 
like the very thing for a midnight ride. 

Mildred Dalton and Virginia Turner have 
been transferred to Day Crew. Good luck, 
girls. 

_ Nell Ramsey has been singing the blues 
since “Scoop” left. 

Is it true that Mary Lou and Maggie Martin 
are planning to go on a hunt with Mildred 
Finney and Ruby Mason? 


By Louise McGuire 


”C" SHIFT 


We are all glad Mildred Turner reached 
Georgia in time to see her husband before he 
sailed. 

The entire shift wishes to extend its sympathy 
to Myrtle McCormick on the recent death of 
her aunt. 

Those who need advice on changing tires— 
get in touch with Mabel Morris. 

Jessie McCall is looking forward to that nice 
long week-end coming up, "cause she’s going to 
Georgia to visit that soldier husband of hers. 

Opal McBride has that gleam in her eyes 
again. It couldn't be all those letters from that 
new Corporal could it, Opal? 

The same old hearty welcome to the new 
girls: Kathleen Harris and Blanche Atkins. 

We hope Jo Eubank and Frances Adkins who 
are out sick will be back with us very soon. 


By DorriE Kitts 


DAY CREW 


Apparently telegrams are good news to 
Francis Whitt. Boy, what a happy gal when she 
received one from her fiance, Captain A. L. 
Allen, who recently arrived in the States after 
three years in the Pacific. 

Mabel Calaman admits her hubby, who is in 
France, sent her French perfume among other 
articles, but so far we haven't gotten a “whiff” 
of it. 

Velva Gunter is all smiles. She received a 
picture of her husband, who is in New Guinea. 

Stella Gregory seems to be worried about the 
mail man. Don’t worry, Stella, he’s kinda busy 
nowadays. A letter will come soon. 

Sarah Shelor’s boy friend was in over the 
week-end. Some people are so lucky. 

Mildred Alley says, "Just tell everybody my 
husband’s home,” after ten months overseas 
serving in the Navy. We envy you, Midge. 

Why waste stamps to have your love prob- 
lems solved? Just get in touch with Codell Jones. 
We rate one of Dorothy Dix’s helpers in the 
Area. Her boy friend is also home this week-end. 
Some people have all the good luck. (E.C. P.) 

By CODELL JONES 


SPOOLING, INSPECTION AND 
SHIPPING 


WE Hear: 

Lucille Gilley is receiving perfume from 
Paris. 

Elois Harris is feeling the effect of her own 
cooking these days. 

That new expression on Lois Smith’s face is 
the result of the letter she received from her 
brother overseas. 

Catherine Hawley is getting spoiled while 
recuperating from her appendix operation. 

Bea Clark dated a good looking sailor the 
other night. 

Gillie Haynes knows how glad we are to have 
her back with us again after her illness. 

How Grace Exley greeted her sailor husband 
in Chicago last week. 

“There is a big attraction in Norfolk for 
Louise Robertson these days. 

Paul Mason's “gonna” pass out those cigars 
—Its a girl. (Congratulations!—Ep.) 

Edith Mahaffey will receive the mate to that 
new diamond she is wearing. 

That crowing rooster rings out about the 
same time every day in the Shipping Area. 
Could either of the Georges know anything 
about this? 

Irma Belcher envies her little dnughter who 
is spending these cold winter days in Florida. 

Leonard Prillaman is going to get well and 
come back to work. By Rutu CAMPBELL 


(Continued on Page 12) 


Seven 


Human escape parachutes, car- 
go chutes, flare chutes, and drag 
parachutes for landing gliders 
and planes in short distances. 

Tow ropes for gliders, picking 
up wounded and picking up in- 
telligence agents in enemy terri- 
tory. 

Sutures to close wounds, nylon 
cloth as filters in preparing blood 
plasma. 

Tire cord, bristles for gun 
swabs, shell-cleaning brushes. 


Tubing for special applica- 
tions, shoe laces, fabric uppers 
for jungle boots, special ham- 
mocks, ponchos convertible as 
half section of shelter tent or fox- 
hole cover or ground sheet to 
protect men and material from 
moisture. 

Howsers for special towing jobs, 
mountain-climbing rope, sleeping 
bags, special casualty bags, and 
insect netting for hospitals and 
barracks in the tropics. 


Du Pont Nylon 


Nylon—that man-made fabric which 


in peace-time was used to adorn the legs 
of our American girl, is now going to all 
parts of the world as a vital part of ouj 
war production for victory. 
proven itself one of the most versatile of 
products; its success has been astounding. 
It was believed to perform miracles and it 
has indeed. We no longer depend Wout- 
side sources for silk—nylon has proven 


Nylon has 
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soes ‘Round the World to All Battle Fronts 


itself more desirable—nylon is no more re- 
stricted to yarn for hosiery than glass is 
limited to window panes or steel to knife 
blades. The urgency of finding substitutes 
to replace many importations led the du 
Pont Company to speed up the exploita- 
tion of nylon and its adaptability to war. 
The miracle has again been performed— 

on has answered the call to war on an 
ever-increasing scale—traveling with our 


men in the air, on land, and on the sea, 
performing many necessary tasks without 
which the war would be prolonged and 
many, many more lives needlessly lost. 


In the peace to come, nylon will again 
take its place among the family of du 
Pont products designed to give us—Better 
Things for Better Living . . . Through 
Chemistry. 


The group of men 
shown in the photo at 
right have just recently 
completed the bi-annual 
job of dismantling, in- 
specting, cleaning, mak- 
ing the necessary repairs 
and adjusting the two 
main steam turbines in 
the Power House. Of 
the ten men engaged in 
the work, only two had 
had experience in this 
particular job before, 
which called for fore- 


thought and careful 


planning by supervision and overall safety consciousness 


First Row, Lert To Rient: 


Seconp Row, LEFT ro RiGuT: 


Tom Cruise, Calvin Martin, Ralph Canter, Russell 


Hodges, Ed Hipes 


It Can Be Done - - Safely 


Ralph Doolin, H. W. Hoffman—Westinghouse 


Service Engineer; Bill Pipkin—Foreman; Dick Miller, Hodie Ferguson 


of all concerned to prevent injury. 


Now that the job if 
finished, down to the last 
bolt being placed, all 
tools, timbers, rigging, 
and other equipment re- 
turned to their proper 
places, the records show 
a total of approximately 
300 man-days or 2,400 
exposure hours spent on 
the job and not one in- 
jury occurred. However, 
safety shoes did prevent 
Ralph 


Doolin when he dropped 


an injury to 


a 834/5-pound wrench 


on his foot. (Good ole safety shoes.) 


Our congratulations to all on their performance. 


Suggestions Hid Production 


Have you ever looked at something—a neighbor's new house, say, or the homemade garage next door—and said to 


yourself, “Well, it’s pretty good, but there is room for improvement”? 

There is “room for improvement” in many things we take for granted. More than one familiar necessity—the self- 
starter on your car, the eraser on your pencil, the alarm on your clock—came into being because someone wanted to im- 
prove the old model. When applied to our own jobs right here at du Pont, improvements, big or little, add up to one 
thing—more nylon for war. So come on, everybody, put your brains to work wherever you think "there's room for im- 


provement.” 


The simplest way, incidentally, to aid production is just this—be on the job every day. A willfully absent employee 


works for the enemy. 


POLYMER AND 
SPINNING 


Arthur A. Anthony, Jr. 
H. Peronneau Brown 
Edward W. Carson (2) 
Myrtle F. Flanagan 
Elizabeth Hauff 


Paul E. Willis 
Fred A. Wray 
Marshall E. Yancey 


TEXTILE 


Macel E. Martin 
Eunice P. McCubbins 


MAINTENANCE 


Charlie A. Busick 
William S. Jones 
Homer M. Leffew 
Robert O. Markham 
Pettus T. Morris 
James R. Plaster 
William R. Ricketts 


Employee 
Suggestions 
Adopted 


November, 1944 


SPOOLING, 
INSPECTION. 
PACKING AND 
SHIPPING 


Vance Prillaman 


PROJECT 
ENGINEERING 
G. E. W. Kuykendall 


SERVICE 


Mildred H. Agnelly 
Thaddeus E. Jones 


PROCESS CONTROL 
Ina F. Woodall 


POWER 
Joe M. Dove 
Sylvester McGhee 
R. e 
£ E. Varney 


ACCOUNTING 


Fannie B. Cochran 
Mildred Thomas 
Emily J. Turner 
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N. C. Winde Joins Our Organization 


A man with sixteen years’ service needs no introduction to the Dupont Company, how- 
ever, THE BLENDER takes pleasure in introducing Norman H. Winde, a new member of the 
Martinsville organization, to his fellow employees on the Plant. Norman began his service 
with Dupont in the Acetate Division in Wilmington immediately upon graduation in engi- 


neering from Swarthmore College in 1928. He was later transferred to the Waynesboro Plan 
where he performed various duties until 1941, when he transferred to Remington Arms to®. 


© 


aid in the production of ordnance material at plants in Bridgeport, Conn.; Salt Lake City, 
Utah, and Kings Mills, Ohio. 


For the present, Norm is on Special Assignment observing the methods and procedures 


of nylon manufacture. 


Welcome to Martinsville, Mr. and Mrs. Winde, Mary Jane, 13, and Henry, 9. 


kk & & & & & x x Office Dance x Maintenance Picnic * * * x x & & & * 


OFFICE DANCE: An opportunity to get together for dancing and fun is enjoyed by every group on the Plant as witness to the photos above. 
And usually at each party there is one or more people without whom the party would not be so successful. George Port was the “goat” 
and also the “Queen” of the dance by the Office Group (sce picture above). The apple-eating contests revealed talent hitherto unknown 
as did the songs rendered by some members present. (Our congratulations to “Queen” Port on his ascendency to the throne.) 


MAINTENANCE PICNIC: Although the above pictures were taken a couple of months ago, when the weather was warm and the leaves 
were still on the trees, they made such interesting character studies of people in varying stages of hunger and the one sure method of satis- 
fying that hunger (even to stuffing their faces all out of shape); we were sure our readers would be interested in seeing them. Even though the 
men seem to be taking good care of themselves, they are really roasting the “dogs” for the ladies. They did occasionally steal one on the 
side. 


Eleven 


PROTECTION 


We extend our sympathy to Arthur Horsley 
on the death of his mother. 

After going through the preliminaries of 
getting married with Earl Harrelson, Harry 
Bradley has decided it isn't worth the trouble. 

Palmer and Horsley think they would get a 
better score if the pins were in the gutter instead 

_ of the alley. 

“Pep” Prillaman bringing home the venison 
after that deer hunt. 

T. E. “Available” Jones overwhelmed by 
the warm reception he received on arrival home 
after working graveyard. (The house was on 
fire.) 

B. Martin about rid of that litter of collie 
pups. He says: "It's a dog’s life.” 

What about that super-snooper that Turner 
Thompson calls a bird dog? 

Sergeant Neil Gregory getting bag limit in 
that bird hunt. (1 bird.) (A veritable Daniel 
Boone, no less.—ED.) 

Roy “Gable” Jones riding a taxi to work 
so he can sleep later. (Beautyrest.) 

Jim Parrish says he has no trouble keeping 
his shaes shined since “Jo-Jo” Reynolds has gone 
to Spinning. 

Jim Piller has recently returned from the 
Armed Services. We welcome you back on 
“C” Shift, Jim. 

“C” Shift guards are looking forward to 
visiting James E. Thomasson soon. What about 


it, Jim? By “Tue SERGEANTS” 


STORES 


WE 

THINK Tiney Stultz’s rendition of the “Trolley 
Song” was plenty good—so did the Holly- 
wood talent scout. 

Saw Emily Wray present Bill Geohegan with a 
giant turnip. Save it, Bill, things will get 
tougher this winter (so will the turnip). 

Wonper where Oswald Pratt found the gold 
mine. He recently bedecked himself with 
two loud and snazzy suits. 

Envy Genus Lanier on his good luck spending 
some time with a movie star (male, of course). 

SEND our best wishes and hopes for a speedy 
recovery to Dorsey Currin. 

UNDERSTAND Phil Greek's chickens are really 
paying dividends—he gets so many eggs, the 
thing you know he’ll be cackling him- 
self. 

Tuovucur Sue Barbour was better at dodging 
cabinet doors than she turned out to be. 
CONSIDER it a privilege to work with the future 
Paderewski. (Martha Weaver, have you got- 
ten that star you’ve been dreaming about?) 

Hear Bill Lovell’s fine bowling brought forth 
fruit to the tune of one twenty-five. Con- 
gratulations, Bill! 

WANT to hear a debate between Fred Robbins 
and Sammy Luther, since they can’t seem 
to agree on any subject, not even politics. 
Of course, Fred would bluff him out, the big 
bully! = 

Know why Julian Taylor is so anxious for 
Thursdays to roll around. Yep, it’s payday 
and he’s off for Danville to that Nurse’s 


home. By KATHRYN GARST 


SAFETY 


We, the fairer sex, think Mrs. Burgess 
should write a book on “ Your Husband's Satur- 
day Afternoon Off.” Some of these other men 
aren’t trained as well as Bill. (You just don’t 
know. —Ebp.) - 

Bob Munchmeyer still has-a. week of his 
vacation to take. How does he hold on to them 
so long? 

The young lady in the Safety Office is still 
Jean Critz—it's the unusual glasses that does it. 


By JEAN CRITZ 


Twelve 


CAFETERIA 


Annie Hairfield declared she had forgotten 
she was a year older on November 2—was she 
surprised when she found a beautiful lapel pin 
in the mixing bowl—a gift from the girls. 

Things don’t seem natural in the Cafeteria 
without Virginia Gilbert since she joined th 
WAC Good luck, Ginny. 

Leawood Turner can do with less sleep than 
anybody we know of. The other morning she 
was dressed and eating breakfast at 1:30 a. m., 
she is now advertising for a new alarm clock or 
a reliable rooster. 

We welcome to our group Bula Covington, 
Clovis Richards and Leola Barnes. 

We sure were glad to see Lieutenant Cath- 
erine Marsh, Medical Corps, U. S. A., when 
she visited the Plant recently. 

That cheerful expression Marjorie Ayres has 
been wearing lately can mean but one thing— 
she has finally gotten the long-awaited letter 
from her husband, who is overseas. 

Judith Pettie recently underwent an ap- 


pendectomy, we wish for her a speedy recovery. . 


We understand Johnsie and Raymond 
Fontaine have practically turned their home into 
a U.S. O. Club for the soldiers from Greensboro. 


By Jerry HoDGE 


PRODUCTION CONTROL 
SECTION 


To Bru Wnricur: 

Seems like years since we've heard from you. 
We're still toiling away in P. C. for you boys 
and for “Uncle Dupie.” We've just welcomed 
Clarence Vernon to our section from Stores, and 
one new job, Essential Materials Clerk (Now 
Watt Clingenpeel). Watt succeeded Joe Marsh 
who is now studying Journalism at North- 
western. 

Jim Bott is somewhere in the South Pacific 
at present. In case he should read this letter, 
well add that it’s been sometime since weve 
had a letter from him and we're expecting one 
any day. 

Roy Hodnett, U. S. A., is in Ala. By the 
way, he became a married man recently. (Con- 
gratulations!—Eb.) 

Frank Andrews, U. S. N., is at present an 
Instructor in a Gunnery School located at Nor- 
man, Oklahoma. 

Harold Dorton, U.S. A., visited us sometime 
ago while here on furlough. He went from here 
back to Mississippi and from there we don't 
know where. 

Now for some Home News: Jessie Soyars 
has been doing some building. Ier castle is all 
ready; just one more step and she'll move in. 
Anne Prillaman's heart is in Italy. She still has 
that far-away look in her eyes at times. 

Ralph Westervelt has finally recovered from 
the election—Mabel Tyree and Vivian Nale are 
still our faithful Scale Clerks. Mabel's husband 
is in the South Pacific and Vivian is impatiently 
waiting for the boys to come home again. 

Ted Cole still prefers to smoke his "piece” 


pipe which has been mended several times. 


We've been planning to take up collection for a 
new one, but now we'll have to wait till the 6th 
War Loan and Christmas are over. 

Paul Jenkins is “batching it” for awhile. He 
even stepped out to the big dance the day his 
family left, so apparently is doing all right. He 
still looks healthy despite his loneliness. 

Bill, we're. looking forward to the time you 
can be back with us. At the rate you are going 


it shouldn’t he too long. By Juanra Ramsey 


PROCESS CONTROL 


Permanent waves are now being given in the 
Standard Practice Office. Mr. “L” just escaped 
getting one. Ask Margaret Russell if she recom- 
mends “Duco Cement.” 

Speaking of accomplishments—Mr. “L” is 


now a professional at changing two diapers at 
one time. Could be that he is bragging. 

Standard Practice Group enjoyed a nice box 
of candy from Wave “Puff” Gravely recently. 

Ruth Brooks says everyone knows she has a 
Sergeant boy friend, but we sorta doubt that s 
is that important. 

Grace Prillaman used to claim the Inspection 
Area as her ol” stamping ground, but from now 
on she’ll be around the Control Lab. A hearty 
welcome, Grace. 

The new ring that Alma Coleman is wearing 
indicates she has said “Yes” and means it. She 
refuses to give out the wedding date, but we 
can guess. 

Clarence McCollum can’t take your picture 
but he’ll be glad to frame it for you. Yep, any 
time between now and next Christmas. 

Dorothy Scott celebrated her paper anni- 
versary and birthday with lovely gifts and 
flowers. Lucky Dot. 

Eva Baliles has a flicker of light in her eyes 
these days. No wonder-she had a cable from her 
boy friend who is a German prisoner. 

Fences are made to climb over, not under, 
but May Lib Floyd says “it’s more convenient 
when a horse is breathing down your neck.” 

By LOVELENE BOWLING 
MADELINE REYNOLDS 
Rura Boaz 


TEXTILE MAINTENANCE 


For dental work on plates, see Louis Slagle. 
His precision work with file and emery cloth is 
excellent. 

We wish Ed Hite and family success and 
happiness in their new home. We are wondering 
when we can warm up the house, Ed? 

This craft welcomes the addition of Russ 
Pease, Assistant Textile Maintenance Foreman. 
Our gain, Lubrication’s loss. 

To Bill Smith, we wish a speedy recovery. 

We wonder why Maude Cannady had to 
have an extra day off. Could it be marriage? 

Those people that were most concerned are 
glad that Bill Mizell’s wife is back from New 
York City, and are hoping that he will now 
“straighten up and fly right.” 

Frank Turner back from a 
sillectomy. 

Considerable wondering was aroused by Bob 
Farris’ carrying a bass drum down Roanoke's 


main street. By Bruu MIZELL 


JANITORS 


The boys have Clarence Self lined up very 
well now for winter with hat and shoes. 
We extend a hearty welcome to Henry 
Carter as å new member of our group. 
By JAMES KING 


(Continued on Page 14) 
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POLYMER AND MAINTENANCE 
SPINNING Fred J. Bostick 
Murray L. Bryant E. R. Highfield (3) 
Catherine M. Shumate Robert O. Markham 
David L. Souther James R. Plaster 
Lena V. Watts Percy J. Roach (2) 
Woodrow W. Shockey 
TEXTILE William L. Terrell 
June J. Ingram 


POWER 
Hodie J. Ferguson 
Audrey D. Hazelwood 
J.R. Pyle . 
Wray O. Smith 
E. E. Varney 


PROCESS CONTROL 
William A. Mason 


SERVICE 
Annie T. Hairfield 
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Following is an excerpt from a letter received from 
bomber pilot Lieutenant Julian J. Boyce, formerly of 
Textile, describing the aftermath of a bombing mission 


over Germany: 


«|. . I saw one boy the other day that really 
appreciated one of those NYLON CHUTES. Their 
plane got a bad flak hit and they had to abandon 
ship. When he reached down to pick up his chute, 
he grabbed it by the rip-cord handle and popped 
open the chute. Then the chute could not be used. 
So he hooked on to another boy’s chute and came 
down with him. 

“That made twice the weight that was supposed 
to be on that chute. But it held. Just think what 
would have happened if there had been some bad 
yarn in that chute! They would have had a 15,000- 
foot fall into the water. Fortunately, they bailed 
out over friendly territory and were saved. . .” 


* * - 


Every NYLON EMPLOYEE should feel proud of 
having had a hand in saving this boy's life and the 
many countless others we do not hear about. 


PLANT WAR EFFORT COMMITTEE 


P. & S. MAINTENANCE AND 
PUMP REPAIR ROOM 


No, it wasn't “sunstroke” but “‘moon- 
stroke” that caused Jim Torrey to leave his car 
uptown and walk home the other night. Mrs. 
Torrey found it, quite by accident, next day 
with a big red tag hanging on it! 

Bill Lehman says the way things are going 
now, the P. & S. Shop will have to be quarantined 
against appendicitis. 

“Homing Pigeon” is the new name for Ed 
Wilson's car. The steering wheel came off the 
other day but the car went straight home with- 
out it. 

We all hope that by the time this appears in 
print that Murry Cassell and Holland Pace will 
have fully recovered from their appendectomies 
and will be ready to return to work. We miss you 
fellows a lot. 

Maybe Bob McFadin was lucky that Bill 
Lehman couldn't go on that deer hunt. Only 
one buck was brought back and with Bill's 
eagle eye, he might have gotten it. 

We hear Alexander was in a “fog” on 3d 
floor the other day. Rumor has it that he was 
brooding over those two pool games he lost to 
Ernie Colburn recently. 

Paul Hutchins is anxiously awaiting the 
daily mail these days. He wonders if the new 
classification will be 1C or 4F. 

“Junior” Painter was seen down on Ist 
floor working the other day. Have they moved 
the Pump Room, “Junior”? 

Unlike the proverbial “shoemaker,” Bob 
Markham takes the same good care of his car 
that he does of Plant equipment. 

Pat Tomlin lost his hat recently at the 
movies (7). Finder please return and no ques- 


tions asked. By GENE HIGHFIELD 


SHOPS 


We Wikus WONDER: 

If Henry Rist has ever studied Chemistry 
and if he knows the difference between vapors 
and solids. 

If Ernie Colburn still wants to borrow the 
book on "How to Run A Lathe.” 

If Freddie Custer, Henry Rist and Shockey 
have taken up physics. Boy, oh, boy! We hear 
they can really dish out good medicine. Bill 
Terrell says he feels like a new man already. 

If John Lockridge's brother has any more 
corn-fed deer in his back yard so that some of us 
can also geta trophy to put in our living rooms. 

If Selmar Ford will be as good at greasin' 'em 
as he was at hoistin' "em? 

By Many E. GILLEY 


GARAGE 


“Spot” McGuire has been transferred to 
Lubrication Shop. Good luck on your new job, 
“Spot.” 

Bill Jones and Charlie Carter are on vaca- 
tion. Bill is going to bring back some birds (we 
hope). 

Isaac Biggs is back with the boys. Welcome 
back, Isaac. 

James Whitlock is now with Pipe Shop. We 
also see a change in automobiles—he must have 
picked it up while on vacation. 

Elmo Dawson wants to sce another dance 
like the Jack Teagarden dance—how ’bout it, 
Jaycees? 

Spor McGuire 
By BILL Canter— Ghost Writer” 


POWER 


The Power Group is glad to have Guy 
Williams back again. Guy was recently given a 
medical discharge from the U. S. Navy and is 
now working with the Results Group. 

Congratulations to the Bill Carews on the 
arrival of a baby girl. We feel this is responsible 
for the change for the better in "Bill's” nervous 
system. (Congratulations!—Ep.) 


Fourteen 


THE BLENDER 


Published by and for the employees of E. I. 
du Pont de Nemours and Company, Inc., 
Martinsville, Va. 
VOL. III 


DECEMBER, 1944 No. 12 


H. M. Beach, Editor 


We agree that it is very patriotic to respect 
the metal shortage, but we can't see the point in 
going hunting with shotless shells. Maybe 
“Irv”? Locke has an explanation for this? 

If Tom Cruise hadn't come back from his 
vacation, Slim Ferguson would still be tied up in 
the oil piping of No. 2 turbine. 

We noticed that Marvin Sayland has added 
a little weight recently, but we didn’t know it 
was enough to break down a bed. 

By Cram Puurs 


ELECTRIC AND AIR- 
CONDITIONING 


The gang is glad to hear that Joe Dove 
came through his operation okay. We hope you 
have 2 speedy recovery, Joe. 

We understand that they are going to change 
the name of the J. E. B. Stuart Highway to the 
“Chiff” Cunningham Highway just as soon as 
“Cliff” finishes paying for it. 

Congratulations to the Jack Lucases on the 
arrival of a new baby boy. (Our congratulations 
too!—Ep.) 

Jimmy Gauldin is considering building a 
waiting booth unless his ride gets there a little 
sooner on these cold winter mornings. 

Joe Davis went out of the chicken business 
around = Thanksgiving. The  reason—the 
chickens wouldn’t lay and turkeys were scarce. 
(Brute!—Ep.) By Ross YEAROUT 


TECHNICAL 


Technical regrets the transfer of John Sie- 
mann to Wilmington where he will head up an 
equipment engineering group now being formed 
at the Nylon Research Laboratory. 

Amby Staudt, our new section head, needs no 
introduction to anyone. He has already made 
his weight felt on the Technical bowling squad. 

Earl Olson has now finished his super record 
changer which has been much discussed as 
“Olson’s Folly.” Performance is good—it breaks 
less than 10% of the records. 

At long last, Don Jacobs and Marge Smith 
decided to come out in the open and let the 
common folks see that ring. What a chip, girls— 
what glass! ! By Dor CONRAD 


ACCOUNTING 


After weeks of planning and dreaming, Lib 
Pace went hunting and all she saw was a dend 
rabbit and all she shot at was a box. (The 
rabbit saw Lib first—Ep.) 

Nellie Baughn found no shortage of men for 
the Jack Teagarden dance—she came with 
six! ! I (Wow!—Eb.) 

Records Section is tired of waiting for wed- 
ding bells to ring—how about it, Pearl White? 

Edith Crosby is now beginning to wonder 
when we'll get another Safety Award. (Those 
War Stamps help fill up that stamp book.) 

Did everyone see Luella Pedigo decorating 
her desk with a picture of “The handsome 
Lieutenant”? 

Frances Stanley is wondering if we'll get two 
weeks for Christmas!—Imagine. 

Why does Joyce Angle make a trip to Rocky 
Mount erery weel-end—could it he the home 
folks? 

Does anyone have any donations for 
Margaret Draper's “hope chest”? 

Congratulations to Marie Young—she's the 
proud sister of å bouncing baby girl. 


We welcome Virginia Snow, the "good- 
looking” addition to the Mail Room. 

Order and Invoice takes great pleasure in: 
Welcoming Emily Franklin into our group— 
having Thelma back with us—having a feeling 
that “Beanie won't be an old maid”—tt 
success of the bowling team of Captain Moss 
seeing that Idaho potatoes arem't the only 
potatoes for fickle Becky, and that Jo finds 
consolation in knowing that the best formal 
dances are yet to come. 

By Many FITZGERALD 


MEDICAL 


Santa Claus is going to have his hands full 
when he arrives in the Medical Section this year: 

Geneva Hodges is badly in need of hip boots 
for picking berries in her next year’s berry 
patch. Dr. Shockley is pining for a little badge 
to prove that he has been made a member of 
the Nylon Physique Club of the Martinsville 
plant. Dr. Dickerson is in a tizzy to get six 
more ducks like the other one he had, and Marie, 
Frances, Louise, Grethel, and Hilma would like 
Santa to please leave five of his nicest, tallest, 
handsomest helpers to help around here during 
the next year. By MARGE SMITH 


PURCHASING 


Ed Minnick can hardly wait to go fishing 
again up in New River. Says there’s bound to be 
plenty of fish there, ‘cause he didn't take any 
away when he fished there before. 

Bet a nickel Bill Brabson hasn't told you he 
ordered some wool to knit socks. Well, while 
we're waiting to see the results; we're going to 
get in a comfortable position. 

Elizabeth Smith did have that house warm- 
ing. The Oh’s! and Ah's! of admiration for her 
new house were numerous and a good time was 
had by all. 

We wish to express our deepest sympathy to 
Lloyd Riggan whose brother was killed in the 


Pacific. By IMOGENE Davis 


PERSONNEL 


DEAR SANTA: 


On behalf of the Personnel Section] wish to 
quote these requests: Ed McCormick wants you 
to arrange the weather so that he can go 
“huntin’ ” and “fishin? ” and see what you can 
do about the war so he can buy a new “karr.” 
Ralph Scott wishes he had a back yard full of 
boys so he could have a living room full of 
electric trains. Frances Hampton wants a two 
“carrot”? diamond ring—says she hears "car- 
rots” are good for the eyes and that her vision 
is bad. George Branham wants so many things 
that he believes you’d better try to arrange for 
a private interview with him prior to your 
“gifting.” Harry Beach wants to be mentioned 
in his own publication without having to insert 
all of those little "notes from the editor” to get 
publicity. Toddie Young and Shirley Thomas 
want Christmas to come twice a year. Harry 
Daughtry wants us to have a “super” safety 
page in next month’s BLE per from our section. 
Doris Holland, Barbara Seymour, Frances 
Hampton and Martha Powell want a few more 
football games like that Georgia Tech-Duke 
scramble—only the next time they'd like to 
recover in less than a week (so would ID. 
Marvin Lentz wants a drinking fountain in- 
stalled in the Training Office before Christmas. 
We don’t know who you have promised Martins- 
ville's new Mr. Winde to—but the personnel 
section is glad you have put him on our Plant : 
Christmas tree. (I know the editor is screaming 
and will never give us this much space—) but 
we want to put in one last reguest for Christmas 
after this one—we'd like to have our boys in 
service back with us for keeps. 

By “A Roviy’, Ravn’ REPORTER” 


No. 1—Edith Crosby belieres in comfort while she works. (Ed.: Note unshod hoof!) If the photographer would knock before entering an office, we 
probably wouldn't get such startled expressions per Pearl White Martin. No. 2— 


2—Lorelene Bowling casually glances up to see what's going on but Courtney 
4 Se ; ut No. 3—Planning meals must be quite a task but Miss Tudor doesn't seem to mind. No. 4—During the 
Accounting Section safety skit, Bob Whitfield managed to take time out from reading “Esquire” to glance at Defendant Jenny Gilbert and Coun: y 
Turner, No. 5—Ann Prillaman checks the copy of a letter with an unseen friend. No. 6—It's good fer ya’, so Wes Shumate, Dr. Shockley and Dr. Di 
take a few minutes to relax after lunch. No. 7—This isn’t a two-headed man—just Marve Rankin looking over Bill Mizell’s shoulder. We didn't s 
togs ii the box. but it must be good to draw the undivided attention of Bill, John Groet and Don Martin. No. 8—" Photogenic” George Smith looks n 
Th je ay ack cartons long enough to give the photographer a grin. No. 9—IWe can guarantee that it’s water that Joe Dare is enjoying so much. No, 10— 
; he s af: Mears, Gladding, Craigue, Page, Huffaker and Staudt all look on hungrily as the “ Plant Start-Up Anniversary Cake” is cut, No. 11—Obviously, 
having her picture taken is no new experience for Joe Lene Miles. Such a nice smile! 


Adams gives one look and yells, "Get out of here.” 
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Plant Manager 


